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Synopsis

The first English-language history of Korea to appear in more than a decade, this translation offers
Western readers a distillation of the latest and best scholarship on Korean history and culture from
the earliest times to the student revolution of 1960. The most widely read and respected general
history, A New History of Korea (Han’guksa sillon) was first published in 1961 and has undergone
two major revisions and updatings.Translated twice into Japanese and currently being translated
into Chinese as well, Professor Lee’s work presents a new periodization of his country’s history,
based on a fresh analysis of the changing composition of the leadership elite. The book is
noteworthy, too, for its full and integrated discussion of major currents in Korea’s cultural history.

The translation, three years in preparation, has been done by specialists in the field.
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Customer Reviews

This book provides an excellent overview of Korean history. It is neither too skimpy nor too detailed.
It also contains a number of useful photographs (black and white) and illustrations (black and white),
which helped me read this book through. While many books (either written in English or translated
into English) on Korean history deal almost exclusively with Korean War, only a few books are
available that describe the history of Korea from its prehistoric beginnings to the modern colonial
occupation of Korea by Japan. Although Korea is the most important neighboring country of Japan,
the history textbooks used in Japanese schools spare very little space for this topic. | recommend

this book to anyone, who is interested in learning Korean history, as a first book to read.



| read this book to get an understanding of the history of korea in the greater sense, and also as one
of a group of books on Korean history. It is very comprehensive, coverinig gthe range of Korean
history from a brief synopsis of the prehistory of Korea, through the major part of ancient Korean
history to the bulk of more modern history. | enjoyed this book finding it to be an interesting read,
with a lot of details, would make a good history text for a class on korean history, which is exactly

what | wanted from this book.

This book starts with the prehistory of the Korean peninsula and runs to 1960.The writing is
excellent. The author is sensitive to the suffering and the aspirations of the people of Korea.He
describes with some pathos the destructive Japanese occupation of Korea. The story is moving.It's

an excellent book.

While | found the writing a bit pedantic and cumbersome, to a large degree, | have not found this
information anywhere else in the English language. The author pulls together scholarly materials
from a wide variety of sources to attempt a current understanding of the history of the Korean
penninsula. | appreciated the author’s effort and scholarship. | would have appreciated the history
more if written in a style that involved the reader (think Stegner’s "Beyond the Hundredth Meridian"

or DeVoto’s "1846").
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